Peofessor Lanza's Positive [Jan. dundancy and prurience. Nor is it the general object and end only of this comprehensive work that we would commend. The execution, as partially exhibited in the volumes before us, has been the labour of the author s lifetime, not only among his patients, but in his study ; and with the most intimate knowledge of the sentiments of his predecessors and contemporaries, there is conjoined a remarkable amount of independence and originality. His views frequently startle by their boldness, as much as their novelty, and are withal founded upon a most careful scrutiny of Nature, and a most patient observance of her laws. Seeing the eminent author prominently putting forward these claims, we shall take some pains to represent the ground on which they rest; though, from the perfect originality of the views, and, we venture to add, the provincial peculiarities of his style, it is not always easily done. At the same time, we trust that our readers will not suffer from any deficiencies of ours, nor fail to derive that benefit which we believe that a patient and careful perusal of the pages themselves would assuredly afford.
The preface of a work may be considered in the light of a personal introduction, wherein the author makes his salutation and first impression on the reader. Under this conviction we give Professor Lanza's nearly entire.
" Can medicine," demands our author, " ever be rendered one of the positive sciences, more especially in its application to the cure of disease ? Is it necessary ere the healing art attain a character in every way satisfactory and reasonable, that the essence of disease, and the modus operandi of morbific causes, and the appropriate remedies, be ascertained ? Lastly, may the processes of ratiocination in medical science from elements which are necessarily obscure, but yet probable, be reduced to conjectures which are simple though isolated ? Or, on the contrary, is it necessary, as a first principle, that we start with hypotheses more or less numerous,?hypotheses which are themselves to constitute the system of medicine ? The important questions associated with these interrogatories we know, from the writings of Celsus, engaged the serious attention of the ancients, and it is high time now, as most reasonable, that, though long neglected, medical men should again revert to their most serious consideration. " Hippocrates, as sufficiently appears from his first aphorism, was quite alive to the difficulties which must be encountered in placing the healing art among the positive sciences; but throughout his entire writings he shows that he did not consider the object unattainable; and occasionally he propounds principles in perfect keeping with the design. Celsus, in his examination of the Greek writers, clearly propounded what physic as a positive science ought to be; and accordingly, in the preface of his work, requires the Empirics to accumulate not only clear and positive medicine, but probabilities also concerning the hidden seats of diseases, their anatomico-pathological form, and the influence of their latent causes ; and to reject not only from their minds, but also from the art, all that is really obscure; so that idle speculation on the essence of diseases, and the operations of causes and remedies, might be discouraged. But "Galen was an advocate for the doctrine that the science of medicine should be 39 based on hypotheses; commencing with disquisitions concerning the essence of disease, and the peculiar agency of causes and remedies, and that all medical reasoning should proceed from the combination of such hypotheses into systems. The influence of this celebrated physician was great, and has been felt injuriously even to the present day. " In the progress of time physicians arose who may be designated prognosticators, or the predicating sect?predicatori?and who, defending experience whilst they abused systems, were useful in their way, inasmuch as they showed by facts how pure medical science, free from all hypothesis, might supply positive facts whereby the science might be enriched.
"To render medicine, however, one of the positive sciences it is not enough that old speculative systems should be condemned and abandoned ; a scientific method must, moreover, be discovered, whereby, when once placed in this desirable position, it may be there retained, supplying rational principles to guide us in the art of cure. Our own age especially requires the adoption of such a method." Our author's life, he informs us, has been devoted to this object, and he believes he can somewhat promote its advancement. A work of this kind, however, he remarks, is a task not for a single individual, but for many, and their co-operating with devotedness and perseverance. His labours, which he flatters himself will throw new light on the science, as now presented to the public, are in such a shape that every one may correct his fallacies. The critic becomes an improver, and the names of master and scholar are no longer fraught with those injurious influences which have for ages been associated with them.
The wisdom of the professional chair, and the erudition of the author's pen, may hereby be readily compared with the practice of the palace, the cottage, and the hospital; and thus every cultivator of the science, in whatsoever situation he may be placed, may assist in promoting that improvement for which their united labours are so essentially required. If, in addition to the general uneasiness, there be also particular uneasiness, this becomes the sign of a particular disease.
The disturbances of the animal functions may be divided into five classes, namely, into pain, stupor, torpor, convulsions, and aberrations. The different guises in which these symptoms manifest themselves in different diseases is reserved till the consideration of the neuronosi in general, and individual diseases in particular.
Vital movement is manifested in the unceasing current of the fluids throughout the solids of the body. The pulse and temperature, the general condition of the body, the quantity and quality of the secretions and excretions, show how they may be affected in such motions by disease. All this, however, is more particularly described by Professor He endeavours to supply a general view of pathological anatomy, pure, positive, and absolutely free from hypothesis, whereby it has heretofore been so greatly injured. He divides morbid appearances into nine forms ; including alterations, lesions, degenerations, pseudo-organic productions, fitozoid productions, sarconotic entozoi, organic vices, morbid habitudes, and dissolutions; under this last are com-prehended gangrene, sphacelus, and death. In thus treating the subject lie believes he is rendering pathological anatomy a service, by demonstrating the true and positive method in which it ought to be cultivated, and ensures to nosology, whilst treating of each disease, the possession of the fifth positive fact, constituting the pure science of the anatomicopathological form of every disease. To these we must shortly advert.
1st. Alteration. The author gives this name to those morbid forms in which there is a simple change of structure in a part, which does not require any change of anatomical condition to reduce it again to the sound state; so that if lesions, degenerations, &c., of any kind be added, these evidently originate in the alteration, necessarily preceding, accompanying, or following, but not as necessary or integral parts of it. Alterations usually originate of themselves, and are simple and alone.
Inflammation, obstruction, and congestion are next in a similar way defined ; and it is then noted that the pathological community of these morbid forms is evident, whilst the peculiarity will be insisted on under the particular diseases. These three forms may have their seat in any texture of the body, and they run into each other. Inflammation may be acute, or rapidly chronic; obstruction may be chronic, or slowly acute. Congestion may appear in either of these forms, and any of the three may modify the others. The same internal morbific cause may, under varying circumstances, produce any of the forms. Lastly, there is nothing more important in practical therapeutic analogy than what is exhibited in such morbid states, respecting the agreement and tolerance of the remedies which may have been employed. Sometimes two or more of these morbid forms appear combined together, a state which has been called sub-inflammation. To this term the Professor has no objection; because it cannot be used as if implying that the state specified has any control over the other conditions, or more, at all events, than they have over it. It is nosology which must ascertain the peculiarity of each state. To this section the author adds the general indications of cure, as he does to the following. Here we must refer to the work itself.
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the alteration. They ought, nevertheless, to have a provisional not a hypothetical place, especially in reference to nosology.
Angionosi. The angionosi include such diseases of the blood-vessels as are not represented by anatomico-pathological characters, but only by the combination of symptoms peculiar to the functions of the parts. Among these are abnormal movements of the heart and arteries, morbid states of the temperature, as heat and cold, hemorrhages, dropsies, and also all excesses, deficiencies, and deviations of the excretion and discharge of the secondary fluids. It is clear that the angionosi do not form a primary morbid form, but one that is always secondary, or, in other words, dependent upon some alteration, lesion, degeneration, or other morbid form ; and that the symptoms are referrible chiefly to the functions of the vessels, and manifest themselves not so much from a particular state, as from peculiar circumstances which must be indicated by nosology. The author here postpones to a future time the hemorrhages, and other forms of these affections, because the peculiarities they present will then be studied practically, so that the angionosi like the neuronosi may have in pathological anatomy a general ascertained principle in the commonality and peculiarity which nosology discovers in practice.
The author's general views of fever must not be passed over; but whether they refer to continued fevers in their varied forms, or to the fever which accompanies inflammation, does not clearly appear; they probably, however, include both. He observes that there may be inflammation so slight, and so confined within the affected part, that it does not excite marked fever. Boerhaave taught this ages ago, and re-echoed herein the sentiments of Hippocrates. Hence, if there is a primitive form of any disease, be it obstruction, neuronosis, lesion, or other, and if fever be added, it is held, and with the concurrence of physicians of all ages, that inflammation will be found participating in the constitution of the anatomico-pathological forms of the disease, either as preceding, succeeding, or accompanying, and from the character and vehemence of the fever, the share which the inflammation contributes to the disorder may be determined.
Modern pathological anatomy, with great advantage to practice, has elucidated a proposition which is the reverse of the foregoing, namely that not only does inflammation cause fever, but that there is no fever which is not dependent upon or represented by inflammation. The ancients did not state this, because they were ignorant of the extended seats of diseases, and of the spreading of inflammation into tissues, as exhibited both in the living and the dead. Fever having an extensive range, the ancients held it to be a primary morbid form, independent upon any known inflammation ; and hence they called it essential or idiopathic. The speculations of the Rationalists on the point have hitherto been most vague and unsatisfactory, and it has been an observation of our own day only, that fever is always a symptom, and of all symptoms the most certain, of the vehemence and character of inflammation, whether its seat be confined to one part, or extended into a tissue. It is thus alone that we can become familiar with the physiological and pathological power of a number of common remedies in common diseases.
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Step by step, from the knowledge of the ordinary powers of common remedies, we must subsequently proceed to that of the more powerful remedies in rarer diseases; holding it clear that our advance will be more sure and certain, in proportion as such a mode of experimenting becomes more common and familiar. 
